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On Sunday 10th March Peter and Pauline took us south and led nine walkers from South Winchester Park and Ride car park for a 7.5 mile circular walk. Peter writes “Our walk took in Yew Tree Hill, Shawford and back along the Itchen Way. Two walkers opted to take a shorter walk along the Itchen way to meet up with the main group at the Bridge Inn Shawford.
The weather was dry but cold and windy. The first place of interest was St. Cross Hospital, one of England's oldest Alms-houses with 25 residents known as brothers. We then continued up to Whiteshute Ridge into a strong head wind to Yew Tree Hill and along Yew Tree Ridge, an impressive Avenue of Yew Trees, before crossing over the M3 and into Shawford. Here we stopped for a quick well-earned drink in the Bridge Inn, where there is a plaque commemorating the demise of Victor Meldrew in a road accident. We then had a pleasant walk along the River Itchen, but not one Kingfisher to be seen. The final challenge was the push up St. Catherine's Hill with the reward of lovely views over Winchester. It is claimed that the first ever game of football was played on top of this hill by the boys of Winchester college. We then returned to the car park and drove to the King Charles Pub in Kingsworthy for a very nice dinner at 3.30pm.”
